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more capaaty 


dnve and ordinary floppy disks, to operate as the FastBack pro- 
Using one of my favorite PC-AT gram, which required a disk 
compatibles for testing, the Wells change every 90 seconds. 

American A-Star, with 12.5 mega- Compared with the others, the 
bytes of my data on the hard disk, P^can device proved to be only 
I proceeded to back up onto 1.2 fair for this type of backup. It had 
megabyte floppies. It took 16 min- an annoying feature; it was noisy, 
utes of disk swapping and 11 flop- On the positive side, for people 
pies. It was klutzy, but it worked— with less than 5.5 megabytes to 
great for people who only back up backup on a regular basis, it’s very 
occasionally. easy to use. Md it comes with a 

The MaynStream 20 tape very powerful automatic backup 
drive, from Maynard Electronics . . 

of Casselberry, Fla., is vastly easi¬ 
er to use, because it operates all by 
itself after you set it up. It only 
takes about four minutes to back 
up 12.5 megabytes onto a single au¬ 
diocassette-size cartridge. Up to 20 
megabytes fit on each cartridge. 

Finally, the Pelican drive 
was hooked up and the same test 
run. It took 22 minutes to back up 
the same amount of data, using 
three special $20 floppy disks. It 
was necessary to hang around the 
machine in order to change the 
floppies evei 7 7 or so minutes, so it 

Howev¬ 
er, it was not at all as troublesome 


For this reason, most businesses drive, which after formatting pro- 

also have hard disks -vides a whopping 5.5 

with much higher ca- megabytes on a single 

pacities; floppy disks floppy disk. For the 

are most often used for B first time, floppy disk 

backup and transfer- W capacity has begun to 

ring documents from ^*val tape drives and 

one computer to anoth- other devices for back¬ 
er. -fPiir ing up hard disk drives. 

But, over the last It costs $895. 

few years, floppy disk I obtained a unit for 

capacity has improved. testing and compared it 

The IBM PC-AT, the with one of the lowest- 

highest capacity per- e-oai price backup products 

sonal computer avail- available, a $179 pro- 

able from IBM until they intro- gram called FastBack, and one of 
duced the new PS/2 line a few the most reliable tape backup de¬ 
months ago, offered floppy disks vices, the $1,595 MaynStream 20. 
with 1.2 megabytes (1,200 kilo- Here are the results: 
bytes) — more than th^ times FastBack, from Fifth Gener- 
the previous size and enough room ation Systems of Baton Rouge, La., 
to store about 250 of my articles. lets you back up data using your wasn’t quite “unattended. 

And now, Kodak and others are computer’s built-in floppy disk 
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